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that with his permission I intended to remain as long as I
pleased.
I was a week at Barcelona before receiving any news of
Nina; then c^.me a note asking me to go and see her, but on
foot, without a servant, and after tea o'clock at night. I
was a fool to go, more especially as 1 was not in love with
her; but as my readers know, prudence was never one of
my distinguishing qualities. At the appointed hour I pre-
sented myself at her house, alone, and with no weapon but
my sword. I found her sister with her; a woman of about
thirty-six, who was married to an Italian dancer called
Schizza, because he was as fUt-nosed as a Kalmuck. The
sister never left us, and T*Len I withdrew at midnight, I
had not had one moment's conversation alone with Nina.
But next day, as I was strolling in the town, an officer of
the Walloon guards accosted me, He begged me to forgive
the liberty he was taking, as he was a perfect stranger to
me, but he wished to speak to me on a matter which, though
it in no way concerned him, yet interested him greatly.
'Speak, sir,' I said, 'I shall take anything you may say in
good part.'
'Well, sir, you are a foreigner, and you do not under-
stand the manners or the ways of the Spaniards. You do
not know what a risk you run in going to visit La Nin?
every night.5
cWhat risk can I run? I am sure the count is aware of
my visits, and does not object to them/
cNo doubt he is aware of them, but though he may pre-
tend not to object, sooner or later he will punish you. Take
my advice, sir, and discontinue your nightly excursions.3
CI thank you sincerely for your goodwill,' I answered,
*but I shall only leave off going when Nina herself asks me
to do so, or when the count requests me.'
I did not tell Nina of this episode, and continued to see
her every night. Had I been in love with her, my conduct
would have been excusable. On the I4th of November,
when I entered her room, I observed a strange man engaged